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•	 The	 political	 and	 economic	 co-operation	 between	 the	 United	 States	 and	
Germany	 has	 for	many	 years	 been	 a	 subject	 of	 disputes	 and	 tension.	 In	
addition	 to	 the	 differences	 over	 the	 US	 engagement	 in	 the	 resolution	 of	
international	conflicts,	bilateral	 relations	have	been	strained	as	a	conse-






















resistance	 of	 such	 countries	 as	 China	 and	 India	 in	multilateral	 negotia-






















ers	supplied	goods	worth	49	billion	euros	 (5%	of	German	 imports)	 to	 the	
German	market.	Germany	thus	had	a	considerable	surplus	 in	trade	with	













































I. TTIP – The essence of The agreemenT
A	joint	declaration	of	the	US	president	and	the	president	of	the	European	Com-










lations	 restricting	 the	market	access	 for	goods),	harmonisation	of	 standards	
and	technical	norms,	and	adopting	regulations	that	will	offer	stronger	protec-
tion	to	foreign	investment	than	the	existing	domestic	legislation.	Both	parties	



































































II. The PolITIcal conTexT of The negoTIaTIons  


























the	TTIP	may	 also	help	 improve	 the	 economic	 situation	 in	 the	EU	 and	 thus	
counteract	 the	economic	stagnation	 linked	 to	 the	eurozone	crisis.	Easier	ac-
cess	to	the	US	market	will	also	certainly	add	strength	to	German	exporters,	
who	already	hold	a	large	share	in	the	US	market.	
5	 ‘WTO	 gescheitert:	 Indien	 verweigert	 Abbau	 globaler	 Handelshürden’,	 http://www.
deutsche-mittelstands-nachrichten.de/2014/08/64679/

























on	TTIP	 is	a	 form	of	defence	against	such	moves	 from	Moscow,	demonstrat-
ing	that	 the	EU	also	possesses	strong	arguments	 in	the	economic	confronta-
tion	with	Russia.	Therefore,	even	if	the	scope	of	the	TTIP	is	limited	and	fails	
to	bring	about	a	 significant	 increase	 in	 imports	of	oil	and	gas	 from	the	USA	
to	the	EU,	what	is	 in	fact	the	emergence	of	an	internal	Western	market	may	
be	 viewed	 by	 Russia	 and	 China	 as	 tightening	 a	 politico-economic	 alliance,	
something	that	could	be	defined	as	an	economic	NATO.	As	a	consequence,	they	






































































































III. The TTIP’s economIc sIgnIfIcance for germany 
















chinery,	 chemistry,	 optical	products	and	electronic	devices.	US	partners,	 in	
turn,	 benefited	 from	 trade	 in	 cellular	 telephones,	 aviation	devices,	 precious	
metals	 and	 some	 chemical	 and	 electronic	 products14.	 Trade	with	 the	United	






The	 large	 imbalance	 in	German-US	 trade	 to	Germany’s	 advantage	 is	 often	
criticised	 by	US	politicians	 and	 economists.	Germany	has	 been	 accused	 of	
excessively	 stimulating	 exports	 by	 artificially	 withholding	 an	 increase	 in	
wages.	The	USA	has	also	addressed	similar	accusations	to	China	on	a	much	
















































































on	 the	USA	 for	Germany’s	economic	problems	 following	 the	global	financial	




































































21	 ‘Transatlantic	 Trade	 and	 Investment	 Agreement	 Partnership:	 The	 Economic	 Analysis	
	Explained’,	http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/september/tradoc_151787.pdf#world	

















created	 in	 Germany.	 The	 analysis	 criticised	 the	 possible	 negative	 repercus-
sions	the	deal	may	have	for	the	countries	which	are	not	covered	by	it.	








































































Meanwhile,	Germany	believes	 that	 its	national	 legal	system	offers	sufficient	
protection	of	private	investors’	rights,	and	foreign	companies	should	not	have	
additional	privileges,	since	this	would	infringe	upon	the	country’s	sovereign-
ty26.	 In	 Germany’s	 opinion,	 international	 arbitration	 courts	 work	 in	 a	 non-




































































3. The diversification of energy supplies to germany
The	TTIP	may	turn	out	to	be	very	 important,	especially	 if	energy	 issues	are	




ship.	Germany’s	annual	 imports	of	 raw	materials	 for	 energy	production	are	

















production	plant	 in	 the	USA,	stating	 that	 the	main	reason	behind	 this	deci-
sion	was	 the	 fact	 that	 gas	prices	 there	were	 three	 times	 lower	 than	 in	Ger-
many.	The	investment	will	be	worth	more	than	€1	billion	and	will	be	the	largest	
investment	in	a	single	plant	in	the	company’s	history27.	BASF	Board	of	Direc-



















































































The	 United	 States	 has	 been	 reluctant	 as	 yet	 to	 grant	 permits	 for	 export	 of	
American	gas	 to	Europe;	and	 these	were	blocked	by	various	supervisory	of-





































According	 to	media	 reports,	 the	 European	Commission	 sees	 complete	 liber-
alisation	of	exports	of	raw	materials	from	the	USA	to	Europe	as	one	of	the	key	




blocked	any	opportunities	 of	 lifting	 this	ban.	However,	 given	 the	 recent	US	










will	 influence	 the	US	government’s	decisions.	 It	may	be	 concluded	 from	 the	
changes	visible	on	the	fuel	market	that	US	shale	oil	producers	are	becoming	
the	strongest	competitors	for	Saudi	Arabia,	which	has	made	attempts	over	the	






















Iv. german acTors In The negoTIaTIons
1. The federal government and the political parties 
The	German	government	has	been	one	of	the	major	promoters	of	signing	the	
TTIP,	wanting	thus	to	strengthen	economic	bonds	with	the	United	States.	Ber-
lin	also	 sees	 the	positive	 impact	of	 signing	 the	deal	on	 the	diversification	of	












































The	 Social	 Democrats	 revised	 their	 stance	 on	 the	 TTIP	 in	 October	 2014.	
At	the	beginning,	the	SPD	avoided	criticising	the	deal,	regardless	of	the	nu-


























rate	Party	are	 lacking	attractive	political	 slogans	at	a	 time	when	Germany	
has	been	consistently	implementing	its	energy	transformation	strategy,	and	
cyber	security	issues	have	become	less	popular.	For	this	reason,	the	two	par-













































ration	 in	 food	quality	standards,	 if	genetically	modified	products	are	admit-
ted	as	imports.	76%	of	Americans	and	only	45%	of	Germans	backed	the	idea	of	
harmonising	US	and	EU	standards	concerning	products	and	services.	When	



























argumentation.	 This	 argument	 resonates	 with	 the	 German	 public,	 because	
of	 the	debate	over	growing	poverty,	especially	as	a	consequence	of	so-called	
‘trash	contracts’,	has	been	intensifying	in	Germany	despite	its	good	economic	
situation.	However,	 as	 regards	 complete	 lifting	 of	 import	 duties	 and	 invest-
ment	barriers,	there	are	certain	concerns	on	both	sides	of	the	Atlantic.	These	
moves	have	been	supported	by	only	41%	of	Americans	and	38%	of	Germans.	The	











protection	 and	 agriculture.	 The	 non-governmental	 sector	 has	 become	 unit-
ed	 against	 the	TTIP	using	 the	platform	www.unfairhandelbar.de.	The	main	
supporters	 of	 this	 action	 include	 environmental	 organisations	 (Greenpeace,	
Friends	 of	 Earth	 Europe,	 Food	 and	Water	 Europe,	 Attac,	 Powershift,	 Bund,	
NABU,	 Umweltinstitut	 München),	 as	 well	 as	 organisations	 engaged	 in	 the	































signed.	 As	 representatives	 of	 these	 organisations	 admit	 themselves,	 despite	
the	numerous	attempts	to	hold	demonstrations	against	the	TTIP	in	Germany,	
none	of	the	initiatives	has	been	given	sufficient	publicity	by	the	media47.	Their	































































rules	 of	 co-operation	 between	 the	 secret	 services,	 under	which	US	 services	
would	be	obliged	to	reduce	the	scope	of	tapping	in	Germany53.	Washington	has	


















































54	 Justyna	 Gotkowska,	 ‘The	 consequences	 of	 the	 spy	 scandal	 in	 Germany’,	 OSW Analyses,	




































though	 the	 European	 Commission	 has	 no	mandate	 to	 negotiate	 the	 consent	















































































































EU and US customs duty rates on some groups of goods (an average from 2012) 
Product group eu usa
Dairy	products 52.9 19.9
Sugars	and	confectionary 32.1 14.4
Beverages	and	tobacco 19.9 14.0
Clothing 11.5 11.6
Textiles 6.6 7.9
Oilseeds,	fats	&	oils 2.0 4.8
Fruit,	vegetables,	plants 10.7 4.7
Cotton 0.0 4.1
Leather,	footwear,	etc. 4.2 3.8
Coffee,	tea 6.2 3.3
Cereals	 17.1 3.1
Transport	equipment 4.3 3.1
Chemicals 4.6 2.8
Preparations 2.7 2.4
Animal	products 20.4 2.2
Minerals	and	metals 2.8 1.7
Electrical	machinery 2.8 1.7
Non-electrical	machinery 1.9 1.2
Other	agricultural	products 4.3 1.1
Petroleum 2.8 1.1
Fish	&	fish	products 11.8 0.8
Wood,	paper,	etc. 1.0 0.5
source:	http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_38104-544-2-30.pdf?140618145124,	p.	9
